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River City Paddlesports: Board President 

Ohio River Recreational Trail Committee Co-Chair 

We are here to show our support and willingness 

to participate in the development of the 

Ohio River Basin Strategy.  



National Parks Service Water Trail System

https://www.nps.gov/WaterTrails/Trail


Great Miami Water Trail

https://www.mcdwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/MCD-GreatMiamiRiver-Map-2017.pdf


Benefits of National Water Trail designation 

• The Secretary of the Interior issues a letter and certificate announcing the 
designation as a national water trail.

• National promotion and visibility, including use by the management entity 
of the National Water Trails System logo.

• Opportunities to obtain technical assistance and funding for planning and 
implementing water trail projects.

• National water trails gain positive economic impact from increased 
tourism.

• Assistance with stewardship and sustainability projects.
• Increased protection for outdoor recreation and water resources.
• Contribution to public health and quality of life from maintaining and 

restoring watershed resources.

https://www.nps.gov/WaterTrails/Home/About




The economic impact is huge, no one knows 
the number of river users  



From canoeing and rowing on the river in the late 
1800s to floating on the river today, the river is 

used for recreation.  



Establishing the Ohio River Recreational Trail 



Ohio River Paddlefest

http://www.ohioriverpaddlefest.org/


Hike Bike and Paddle 



Environmental education on the Ohio River 
and Beargrass Creek



Mayor Fischer is a huge supporter of 
connecting with the Ohio River!



The Ohio River Voyageur Canoe Trip, June 6-9



Biking the Ohio River Corridor – Cincinnati to 
Louisville – June 6 to 7, in collaboration with the 

Ohio River Voyageur Canoe Trip. 



Gilday Park, Cincinnati, Ohio River Mile 475.5

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/recreation/


Louisville, Kentucky, Waterfront Park, 
Ohio River Mile 603.3

https://louisvillewaterfront.com/


During the Ohio River Voyageur Trip we will be 
collecting the stories of the river.  

The Artistic Access Points River towns

Interesting people –
river rats

The Pollution The Biodiversity 



The Digital Guide to the Ohio River
Using the stories and data collected, the Digital Guide to the Ohio River 
by OKI that was developed for the Ohio River Paddlefest will be 
expanded to cover the entire Ohio River Recreational Trail. 



The Ohio River Recreational Trail Committee is looking forward 
to work with ORSANCO and the Ohio River Basin Alliance

http://www.orsanco.org/ohio-river-basin-alliance-orba/


Ohio River Basin Strategy
We look forward to working with:  

Recreation Work Group 

Education and Research Work Group 

Through active involvement we will help 
energize the education and recreation 
communities to speak in a unified voice 
for the Ohio River.  



The Ohio River 
Recreational 

Trail 
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